
Town of North Topsail Beach 
Daniel Tuman, Mayor  Stuart Turille 
Tom Leonard, Mayor Pro Tem  Town Manager  
Aldermen: 
Suzanne Gray Carin Z. Faulkner, MPA  
Don Harte                   Town Clerk 
Richard Macartney  
Richard Peters 

 
 

Winner of 2014 Best Restored Beaches Award 

MEDIA RELEASE 
November 24, 2014 4:15 p.m. 
Contact: Carin Faulkner, Town Clerk/PIO 

carinf@north-topsail-beach.org 
Office:  910-328-1349 ext. 25 
Cell:  910-274-5839 

 
NORTH TOPSAIL BEACH TAKES FURTHER STEPS TO ALLEVIATE SHORELINE 

EROSION AT THE NORTH END OF TOPSAIL ISLAND 
 
NORTH TOPSAIL BEACH – This afternoon North Topsail Beach Board of Aldermen took action to 
contingently award a contract to construct a sand bag revetment on the north end of Topsail Island.  The 
Board committed $375,000 of Town funds toward the sand bag project so that the contractor, Carolina 
Marine Structures, could mobilize and start getting the materials needed in order to construct the sand bag 
revetment as soon as possible.  The Town recently received an emergency permit from NC Division of 
Coastal Management and a variance from the North Carolina Coastal Resources Commission to construct 
a sand bag revetment in front of 20 residential structures north of the Topsail Reef Condominium 
complex.  Three contractors bid on the project and bids were well over the estimated $1.5 to $2.3 million 
cost.  The Town’s coastal engineering firm and Carolina Marine Structures has been working on the 
details of the project to bring the total project cost down to an affordable amount for the Town and 39 
property owners who will be splitting the cost of the project 50/50 via a special assessment.   
 
The Town has been working on the solution to the severe erosion on the north end of the town since 
August when it originally took action to begin the permitting process to construct a geo-tube to alleviate 
the erosion in the area.   Since then, the erosion has worsened to the point that a geo-tube was no longer 
feasible, prompting the Town to instead seek a permit for a sand bag revetment similar to the one that has 
already been constructed in front of the Topsail Reef Condominium complex just south of the current 
sand bag project area.   A storm over the weekend pounded the shoreline exacerbating the problems in the 
area prompting the Town’s building inspector to recommend that power be disconnected to 22 of the 
north end structures because the extent of the wave action and erosion was such that the conditions were 
creating a fire hazard posing a risk to public safety.   Water and sewer were also terminated at several 
dwellings.    
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